
 
 

ANNUAL AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
November 1, 2003 to October 31, 2004 

 
Category 1 – PARK AREA DEVELOPMENT AWARD $0-$500,000 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Greene County Park District – Creekside Reserve Restoration 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Westerville Parks and Recreation – Alum Creek Park South 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Anderson Park District – Kellogg Park Dog Field 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
City of Dublin – Coventry Woods Park 

Geauga Park District – Tare Creek Covered Bridge 
Lima City Parks, Recreation and Forestry – Robb Park Soccer Field Construction 

Miamisburg Parks and Recreation Department – Miamisburg Rotary BMX Bike Trail 
 

Category 2 – PARK AREA DEVELOPMENT AWARD $500,001-$1,000,000 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Piqua Parks and Recreation- Linear Park-Phase V-River’s Edge 

 
Category 3 – PARK AREA DEVELOPMENT AWARD $1,000,001-$5,000,000 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Hamilton County Park District-Highfield Discovery Garden 
 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Twinsburg Parks and Recreation – Liberty Park Phase I 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Anderson Park District – Beech Acres Park Re-Development 
 



HONORABLE MENTION 
City of Dublin – Ballantrae Park 

Lima City Parks, Recreation and Forestry – Ottawa Riverwalk Phase 2 
 

Category 4 – PARK AREA DEVELOPMENT AWARD $5,000,001 AND HIGHER 
 

No Submissions 
 

Category 5 – FACILITY AWARD $0-$500,000 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Athens Parks and Recreation – Athens Skatepark Project 

 
MERITORIOUS AWARD 

City of Dayton Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture – Dayton’s Spray Parks 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Clifton Center Renovations 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Columbus Recreation and Parks Department – Indian Village Tipis 
Lorain County Metro Parks – FCNC Renovation 

 
Category 6 – FACILITY AWARD $500,001-$1,000,000 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Ravenna Parks and Recreation – Ravenna Athletic Center 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks – Honda Wetland Education Area 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Winton Commons Pool 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
City of Massillon Parks and Recreation – Massillon Recreation Center 
Kettering Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts – Kettering Skate Park 

 
Category 7 – FACILITY AWARD $1,000,001-$5,000,000 

 
OUTSTANDING 

National Trail Parks and Recreation District – Carleton Davidson Stadium 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Hamilton Park District – Glenwood Gardens Technical Support/Training Facility 

 



AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Dublin Recreation Services – Dublin Community Pool South Project 

 
Category 8 – FACILITY AWARD $5,000,001-$10,000,000 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Five Rivers MetroParks – The Zorniger Education Campus at Cox Arboretum 
 

Category 9 – FACILITY AWARD $10,000,001 AND HIGHER 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Cuyahoga Falls Parks and Recreation – The Natatorium 

 
Category 10 – PROGRAM AWARDS - PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

AGES 0-5 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Centerville-Washington Park District – Amazing Animal Maze 

 
MERITORIOUS AWARD     

Five Rivers MetroParks – Station-Based Parent and Pre-Schooler 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Dublin Recreation Services – Pre-School Parent Fair 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – “Princess for a Day” at Westwood Town Hall 
Cleveland Metroparks – Knee-High Naturalist Event 

 
Category 11 – PROGRAM AWARDS -YOUTH PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

AGES 6-11 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Cleveland Metroparks – Nature Tracks Mobile Outreach Program 

 
MERITORIOUS AWARD 

University of Toledo – National Youth Sports Program 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Westerville Parks and Recreation – Westerville’s Tribal Challenge 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Athens Parks and Recreation – Day Camp 
Cincinnati Park Board – Nature Next Door 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Mobile Playground Van Summer Program 
Five Rivers MetroParks – Monster Mash 





AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Westerville Parks and Recreation – Underwater Easter Egg Hunt 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Family Craft Night at Dunham Recreation Center 
Cleveland Metroparks – Nature at Night-Once in a Blue Moon 

Dublin Recreation Services – Pooch Pond 
Hilliard Recreation and Parks – Survivor – Grandparent Style 

Miamisburg Parks and Recreation – Miamisburg Sweet-or-Treat Night 
Twinsburg Parks and Recreation Department – Twinsburg Olde Thyme Faire 

 
Category 15 – PROGRAM AWARDS – SENIOR PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

AGES 55 AND OVER 
 

OUTSTANDING 
Upper Arlington Senior Center – Roaring ‘20s Program 

 
MERITORIOUS AWARD 

Westerville Senior Center – Girls Night In 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Dublin Recreation Services – When I Was a Kid 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Senior Rivertrek 
Columbus Recreation and Parks Department – Underground Railroad Study Group 

Metro Parks Serving Summit County – Metro Parks Spree for All 
 

Category 16 – PROGRAM AWARDS – SPECIAL POPULATION  
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Metro Parks Serving Summit County – Metro Parks Spree for All 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Therapeutic Recreation Adapted Golf Clinic 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Cleveland Metroparks – Outdoor Adaptive Recreation Program 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Lake Metroparks – Halloween Hayride Party 

 
 
 
 



Category 17 – LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARD – PARK LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 

OUTSTANDING 
National Trail Parks and Recreation District – Junior Ranger 

 
MERITORIOUS AWARD 

Five Rivers MetroParks – National Night Out 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Lake Metroparks – Presidential Visit 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Cleveland Metroparks Rangers – Cleveland Metroparks Ranger History Gallery 
 

Category 18 – NATURAL RESOURCE AWARD – NATURAL RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Geauga Park District – Silver Creek Restoration Project 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Cincinnati Park Board – Wetlands – McEvoy Park 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Erie MetroParks – East Sandusky Bay Preserve MetroPark 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Cleveland Metroparks – Circle Emerald Wildlife Area 

Columbus Recreation and Parks Department – Designation of Three New Nature Preserves 
Lake Metroparks – Important Bird Areas: Manage Locally, Celebrate Globally 

 
Category 19 – Marketing – Print Media 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Washington Township Parks and Recreation Department – Promotional Brochure 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Lake Metroparks – Farmpark Almanac 

 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Oxford Parks and Recreation – Oxford Brochure 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Recreation Center Advertising Campaign 

Columbus Recreation and Parks Department – Columbus Cultural Arts Center General Brochure 
Five Rivers MetroParks – The ARBnews Newsletter 



Dublin Recreation Services – 2004 Program and Activities Brochure 
Greene County Park District – Greene County Green Ways Map 

Metroparks of the Toledo Area – Metroparks Magazine 
Metroparks of the Toledo Area – Bulletin Board Program Promotion 

 
Category 20 – MARKETING – TECH MARKETING 

 
OUTSTANDING 

Centerville-Washington Park District – Great Community Great Parks Levy DVD 
 

MERITORIOUS 
Columbus and Franklin County Metroparks – Communicating with Our Community: Website    

 Redesign 
 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Rivertrek Video 

 
HONORABLE MENTION 

Bexley Recreation Department – Jeffrey Summer Camp 2004 Memory Video 
Cincinnati Park Board – Free Wireless Internet Service 

Cincinnati Park Board – Wildflowers of California Woods Website 
Columbus Recreation and Parks Department – Columbus Cultural Arts Center Website 

Lake Metroparks – Gold Medal Video 
Metroparks of the Toledo Area – Metroparks Website: MetroparksToledo.com 

 
Category 21 – MANAGEMENT INNOVATION/SPECIAL PROJECT AWARD 

 
OUTSTANDING 

National Trail Parks and Recreation District – Hall of Fame Museum 
 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 
Five Rivers MetroParks – First Bloom: Making Downtown Dayton Grow 

 
 AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Cincinnati Park Board – Cultural Exchange via Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park 
 

HONORABLE MENTION 
Centerville-Washington Park District – Athletic Field Paint Application System 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission – Baseball Diamond Renewal 
Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks – Whittier Peninsula Park Planning 

Dublin Recreation Services – Online Program Registration 
Lake Metroparks – Compost Facility 

Lorain County Metro Parks – Programming 
Westerville Parks and Recreation – Westerville Community Center Economic Impact Study 

 
 



Category 22 – OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD 
YOUTH 12-18 YEARS OLD 

 
 Soroya Edwards - Cincinnati Recreation Commission  

 
Category 23 – OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD 

CITIZEN/BOARD MEMBER 
 

 Edward F. Honton - Westerville Parks and Recreation  
 

Category 24 – OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD 
HARVEY WOODS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 
Rick Greer - Hamilton County Park 

 
Category 25 – OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD 

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
 

Larry Peck – Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks 
 

Category 26 – OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD 
LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR 

 
Senator Tom  Niehaus, Republican, Ohio Senate District 14  

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


